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On Aug. 18, in Tegucigalpa, members of a recently- formed Honduran-Nicaraguan commission
for border issues concluded two-days of meetings. Cooperation accords were signed in the areas
of immigration, customs, crime prevention, security issues, drug trafficking, forest fire control,
and environmental protection. Presiding over the meetings were deputy foreign ministers Jaime
Guell Bogran (Honduras) and Jose Bernard Pallais (Nicaragua). Specific bilateral agreements
included the following: * Easing of existing strict requirements for obtaining visas. Beginning Sept.
1, Nicaraguans will be able to obtain a single-entry visa for travel to Honduras, without delay, at any
Honduran diplomatic mission. Nicaraguan businesspersons, professionals, or truck and bus drivers
will also be eligible for multiple-entry visas. * Regarding customs requirements, Honduras agreed
that as of Sept. 1, the use of customs custodians will be limited to trucks transporting cargo through
Honduran territory. Currently, most Nicaraguans travelling through the country for any purpose
must be accompanied from border to border by a customs custodian. * Working groups will meet
in the near future with the objective of establishing uniform customs tariffs, agreement for one-stop
windows (ventanilla unica) at all border crossings, extending the service hours at border crossings,
and setting up a new border crossing post near Teotecacinte (Nicaragua). * Regarding mutual
security concerns, new mechanisms were agreed upon for the rapid exchange of information on
criminal and drug trafficking activities which could have repercussions in the neighboring country.
* Armed forces of the two countries will adhere to a new cooperation mechanism allowing for
coordination in the detention of persons who commit crimes in the border zone. (Source: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 08/18/92)
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